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Herbert was handsome, with blond wavy hair and blue eyes. He had a brother

Erwin, who was two years younger than he. Erwin’'s hair was dark but he had the same
penetrating blue eyes. Before the German troops were sent to Russia, Erwin was
stationed in one of the villages near Konradshof, not too far from our village. This
enabled him to came visit usevery day. Infact, | saw Erwin more often during this time
than | ever saw Herbert. We shared a close relationship and so it happened that | fell in
love with both brothers. | knew Erwin loved me aso but he cared too much for his older
brother to hurt him. We did exchange lots of hugs and kisses. If | would have known
what lay ahead, the romance might have progressed further.

Herbert was with the first troops that marched into Poland and was one of the soldiers
that came across the massive graves in Katyn, Poland, where 1000 Polish officers were
murdered by the Russians. For along time this atrocity was blamed on the Germans, but

in fact was perpetrated by the Russians.
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